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Issue #1  Classroom Conduct

The following information on classroom conduct is found in the 2007-2008 ASWVC Student Handbook on page 19.
Classroom Conduct:  instructors have the authority to take whatever summary actions may be necessary to maintain order and proper conduct in the classroom and to maintain the effective cooperation of the class in fulfilling the objectives of the course.

A. Any student who substantially disrupts any college class by engaging in conduct that renders it difficult or impossible to maintain class decorum shall be subject to disciplinary action.

B. Any college instructor is authorized to take steps necessary to preserve order and to maintain the effective cooperation of the class in fulfilling course objectives, provided that a student shall have the right to appeal such disciplinary action to the chief student services officer or designee.

Issue #2 Academic Honesty
The following information on Academic Honesty is found in the 2007-2008 ASWVC Student Handbook, page 19.

Academic honesty is vital to the very fabric and integrity of the college.  All students must comply with an appropriate and sound academic honesty policy and code of honest behavior.  All members of the college community are responsible for knowing and understanding the statement on academic honesty.  The statement and procedures will be made readily available to all students and faculty to ensure understanding of the academic honesty system and its proper functioning.

Where suspected violations of the academic honesty system occur, appropriate procedures are designed to protect academic integrity while ensuring due process.

1.
Academic dishonesty: honest assessment of student performance is crucial to all members of the academic community.  Acts of dishonesty are serious breaches of honor and shall be dealt with in the following manner:

a.
The college administration and teaching faculty will provide reasonable and prudent security measures designed to minimize opportunities for acts of academic dishonesty that occur at the college.

b.
Any student who knowingly submits a fraudulent examination, assignment, or any other academic work product shall have committed an act of academic dishonesty. Acts of academic dishonesty shall be cause for disciplinary action.

c.
Any student who aids or abets the accomplishment of an act of academic dishonesty, as described in (b) of this subsection, shall be subject to disciplinary action.

d.
This section shall not be construed as preventing an instructor from taking immediate disciplinary action when the instructor is required to act upon such breach of academic dishonesty in order to preserve order and prevent disruptive conduct in the classroom.  This action shall also not be construed as preventing an instructor from adjusting the student's grade on a particular project, paper, test, or class grade for academic dishonesty.

The following information on plagiarism is found in the 2007-2008 ASWVC Student Handbook on page  21.

Plagiarism:  The deliberate adoption or reproduction of ideas or words or statements of another person as one’s own without acknowledgement.
I encourage each of you to spend some time in your class to discuss with your students the issue of plagiarism and your class policy as it relates to plagiarism.   I would also encourage you to put your class policy on plagiarism on your syllabus.  Following are suggested websites to review regarding plagiarism.  
http://wheatoncollege.edu/StudentLife/HonorCode/
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml
The following is a handout that I have used when discussing plagiarism individually with a  student or when I have presented in a class.  Feel free to use as you wish.
The Problem of Plagiarism

On the WVC campus as well as  college campuses around the country, Plagiarism continues to be an issue that students must learn to understand.  The increase use of technology has expanded the legitimate concerns about educating students about Plagiarism.

Following are some helpful hints on how to avoid the Problem of Plagiarism:

· Time:  Managing time wisely is at the core of eliminating Plagiarism.  Students need to provide themselves time to do a complete and thorough job of research.  High quality and clearly written notes are important.  Expect to make time for multiple revisions of your work.  

· Talk to your instructor-When in doubt, ask questions.  When in doubt, don’t do something you will regret.   Many students are confused or don’t’ understand what can constitute Plagiarism.  Being confused by, or not understanding a concept is not an academic offense.  Plagiarism is.  Instructors prefer that students ask for help.

· Talk to other staff members-Tutor Center personnel and Librarians are great resources that are available to help.  

· Always cite your source.  If you are not sure if you should cite a source, cite it anyway.  Internet sources must be cited as well.   

· Understand and learn how to properly paraphrase, summarize and quote.  Work with instructors on how to develop this practice.
· When taking notes always write down the complete bibliographic information and always directly quote.  

· Accountability is the student’s responsibility.  The responsibility for learning falls directly on the shoulders of the student. 

WHEN IN DOUBT, DON’T;  

ASK YOUR INSTRUCTOR FOR HELP;

INSTRUCTOR’S CHECK

Plagiarism:  The deliberate adoption or reproduction of ideas or words or statements of another person as one’s own without acknowledgement.

Sources Used:

Plagiarism Prevention for Students (California State San Marcos)
[http://library.csusm.edu/plagiarism/]
   
Avoiding Plagiarism (Purdue University)
[http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_plagiar.html]
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